
 

NEWSLETTER - No. 178 AUTUMN 2026
Lancastriansinlondon.uk

e

Events 2026 / 2027
Wednesday 28 October (3:00pm) Visit to St Magnus the Martyr
Friday 18 December Carol Service at Savoy Chapel followed by Christmas Dinner at Athenaeum Club.
Monday 8 March 2027 AGM at Union Jack Club.
Friday 21 May 2027 Annual Dinner at the Barber Surgeons Hall.

Traditionally, this fixture is hosted at Lords Cricket ground but the warm September showers in the open space 
took nothing away from our good Lancashire cheer. On the field we saw Sir James Anderson take the first two 
wickets and nearest to us in the outfield was a young Rocky Flintoff, son of Lancashire and England legend 
Andrew 'Freddy' Flintoff. The Association's long support of this fixture is evidenced in our archives, such as the 
extract, below, from the July 1995 newsletter.

Lancashire v Middlesex 2nd September 
Merchant Taylors' School.

Lancastrians member Phillip Newfield is a past 
president of 'Old Merchant Taylors', and is 
pictured, left, with Alvan Seth-Smith, the current 
president of the alumni in his MT tie.

Alvan kindly let Philip take 
us on an unplanned tour of 
the magnificent cricket
facilities at the school, more 
about that on the next 
page. 
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The London Merchant Taylors livery company founded the Merchant Taylors school in 1561. It has been in its 
present location, two miles from Watford town centre, since 1933. 

Phillip Hammond was proud to show us the school's new cricket facilities which are enjoyed by Middlesex 
Cricket Club as well as the current pupils. A former pupil, Julian Hill, died in 2020 aged fifty-eight leaving a 
large legacy from his successful financial business to enable his old school to build the 'state of the art' cricket 
centre. Behind us in the picture, above left, are bowling machines that fire the ball at any angle or spin at 
professional speeds. Kevin Haigh, the lettings manager, (in the blue shirt) showed us around the centre and 
the picture, above right, illustrates the extent of the indoor nets. 

We then moved on to the OMT Society War Memorial Club House with President Alvan Seth-Smith, also 
President of The Middlesex Seaxes (supporters’ group) and who sat on the Middlesex CCC Committee for 30 
years. Thanks are extended to Philip and his old school friends for making a rain-interrupted day of cricket so 
interesting. Lancastrians and guests are pictured below before returning to the first day's play in a match that 
Middlesex eventually won by 160 runs on the third day.
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A great location for our quiz this year and we mustn't 
forget to order the weather again if we can get it for 
next year as well. Thanks to Andy Lees for organising 
again and to question contributions from Timothy St 
Ather and David Roberts. There was also a Newsletter 
round - so keep reading and come along next year. 
And in case you were wondering, slag heaps were the 
Wigan Alps and Morecambe was the favoured coastal 
destination for many Bradford folk of the past. 

Annual Quiz 21 September

The winning team on the roof 
terrace by Blackfriars Bridge

Lancashire v Yorkshire.  Black Pudding v Yorkshire Pudding. Lancashire win again!

A fun afternoon with a 
1pm start for a fish & 
chips lunch.
In the Lancashire round 
we were asked by David 
Roberts; what were the 
Wigan Alps? and which 
Lancashire holiday 
resort was known as 
Bradford on Sea? 
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This is thanks to the engineer Sir Joseph Bazalgette (1819-1891) who completed Victoria Embankment in 1868, 
providing a boulevard covering the 'main drainage system' that reduced the disease (and the stink) of four-
million Victorians. This year the adjacent new 'super sewer', serving nine million Londoners has been 
completed and has created a landscaped public space next to Blackfriars Bridge  named Bazalgette 
Embankment. This was our starting point and pictured above left. The tall black structure is one of many 
pieces of artwork that disguise the ventilation towers.

We finished at the Garden Museum next door to Lambeth Palace which has an excellent cafe, shop , loos etc.
All food is made in the premises often with a strong fruit and veg theme!

Monday 28 September - Walk from Blackfriars to Westminster

Member Sheila Darzi wants you to know about the Local 
History Federation Lancashire. Sheila pointed me to the 
link below that led to 20 packed pages of Lancashire 
history events, stories from the archives, news from 
other societies and recent publications. The next 
newsletter is due out on 23 October and if you like your 
Lancashire history you might want to subscribe. 
Included in the newsletter is advice of a new publication 
exploring our historic county that made the modern 
world.

Our walk was littered with the history of the Association of Lancastrians in 
London, passing places of recent events at The National Liberal Club and the 
King's Chapel of the Savoy and places of past events such as the Savoy, 
Middle Temple and HQS Wellington. Angela also revealed that the Shell Mex 
building, the one with the large clock, had a link with our history. Salisbury 
House stood on this land and was built by Robert Cecil (first Earl of Salisbury 
and chief minister to Elizabeth I) It was replaced by the largest hotel in 
Europe in 1896 and named Hotel Cecil. Our oldest remaining artefact (right) 
is the 1908 dinner programme, hosted by Lord Lever and held at Hotel Cecil. 
The clock tower we see through the trees was part of the rebuild in 1930 but 
much of the original Strand facade remains.

Many thanks, yet again, to Angela Waddingham 
for another fact-filled walk, this time along the 
north bank of the River Thames starting at 
Blackfriars Bridge and heading upstream 
towards Parliament.
Every building  along the Thames is well know 
for something, Unilever House, London School 
for Boys and Somerset House were at the river's 
edge when they were built but now are up to 
forty-five yards away from the water. 

We crossed Westminster 
Bridge and along the Covid 
Memorial Wall finishing at the 
Garden Museum next door to 
Lambeth Palace which has an 
excellent cafe and shop. All 
food is made in the premises 
often with a strong fruit and 
veg theme.

The Covid Memorial Wall is a 
sea of red heart shapes bearing 
names in memorium. 
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Spotted by Erica Stary in the online 
Telegraph are responses to an 
article dealing with county 
boundary change.

'New' Lancashire

Thank you to Mave Turner who 
spotted this article about Rochdale's 
Gracie Fields in the HamHigh 
newspaper, local news for 
Hampstead and Highgate, north 
London.
If Gracie was before your time, the 
plaque on Rochdale's town hall tells 
you much of what you need to know 
and another impressive statue to this 
newsletter's collection is located 
nearby. Sadly, Gracie doesn't have a 
statue in London - that's not Big Ben, 
it's Rochdale Town Hall.

The UK Government announced a decision in July 2026 to replace Lancashire's fifteen current local councils with 
four new unitary authorities (illustrated right). Implementation was paused in September for a 'rapid 
government review' and news is likely to break before our next newsletter at the end of the year. It is 52 years 
since the government created Greater Manchester and Merseyside, half of what was just Lancashire. However,
these Mayoral Cities are not affected by the latest reorganisation. 
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The last newsletter identified three Lancashire Schools 
that used a £1000 gift from The Association of 
Lancastrians in London investment fund to benefit 
pupils. Since then we have made some more children 
happy .....

Benevolent       Fund

New Members
Gregory Hunt, Mediator, Born in Liverpool raised in 
Skelmersdale.
Derek Cohen, born and schooled in Manchester

Deaths
Peter Hughes. We learned in August from Peter's 
wife, Susan, that Peter died last November after an 
illness of one month. The Lancastrians' committee 
offer sincere condolences.

Janet Hails, Lancastrians committee member, nominated 
Flookburgh Primary School  (Grange-over-Sands) as a 
beneficiary of our investment fund. Phil Wright, 
Headteacher, sent the following note of thanks:
Hi Janet, here is the picture of the gardening club outside 
the poly-tunnel you have kindly sponsored for us. It is 
going to be brilliant as we introduce gardening into the 
Early Years and Infant curriculum, as well as a weekly 
club. We are really grateful and in the new academic year. 
We have mentioned the sponsorship of Lancastrians in 
London in our newsletters (which you can find on our 
website) and in Grange NOW (a local newspaper). The 
grounds team from the Haven Holiday Park helped to 
install it. It was great that they volunteered their time. 
Thank you for all of your support - as we start to get some 
produce we will send photos.

A date for your diary;
Annual Dinner 

Friday 21 May 2027 

To be held at Barber-Surgeons' Hall, Wood St. 
Barbican, on Friday, May 21, 2027. Our speaker 
will be Cathy Ashton (The Rt Hon The Lady Ashton 
of Upholland, formerly the EU Representative for 
Foreign Affairs 2009 - 2014). Mary Arden will again 
preside.

Ken passed peacefully at the age of 95. He 
was born in Fazakerley, Liverpool and
qualified as a Chartered Accountant. We are 
grateful for his service to the Association, 
being an active member for many years and a
committee member as Treasurer. 
He leaves a son, six grand children and eight
great grand children along with many happy 
memories and is sadly missed. 
We thank his son, Paul, for letting us know 
this sad news and extend our condolences to 
the whole family.

Kenneth Edward Thomas FCA 
5 April 1931 – 8 July 2026 

Former Lancastrians Treasurer

The Lancastrians Benevolent fund 
produced £6000 in the last financial 
year and this was shared between six 
nominated beneficiaries providing 
educational support to children in 
Lancashire.

The trustees of the benevolent fund have re-invested 
funds for a better return in the new financial year, 
which has just started, and your suggestions of worthy 
causes can be advised to the newsletter editor, (email 
below) or to any trustee.

Newsletter editor Jim Collier, email: collierjames439@gmail.com
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